
2019 Conservation Commission Report 
 

The Grantham Conservation Commission (GCC) is charged with encouraging the public and 

governing bodies to advance “the proper utilization and protection of the natural resources” of 

Grantham.  It serves as an advisory board to the Grantham Selectmen, and as such, its 

recommendations usually need to be ratified by the Selectmen before they become actionable.   

 

This year the GCC continued a multi-year effort to improve the recreational value of the 2,500 

acres of contiguous open space in 

Grantham’s northeastern corner.  Just as in 

2018, much of our effort in 2019 

concentrated on the 29-acre Fisher lot (aka 

Smith lot) near the upper end of Miller 

Pond Road.  During the winter of 2018/19, 

four acres of mature white pine forest were 

harvested, uncovering the historic Fisher 

Cemetery and creating a parking area to 

serve both the Fisher Lot and Sherwood 

Forest.  Roughly two acres of the open 

meadow have now been seeded with 

grasses, wildflowers and Dutch white 

clover while the lower portion of the clear-

cut was planted with 4 apples, 3 crabapples 

and 13 American chestnuts.  

The latter are now protected by a solar-powered electric fence to keep away the deer and moose 

until the young trees are mature enough to tolerate browse.  PLEASE DON’T TOUCH THE 

FENCE - IT WORKS.  The historic Fisher cemetery at the upper end of the meadow has also  

been repaired, while a kiosk at the parking area and signage at strategic locations have been 

added to guide visitors. 

 

The effort to increase the utilization of the public space also included clearing several trails in 

Sherwood Forest and improving the signage there.  Finally, free interactive maps for both 

Sherwood Forest  (https://www.trailfinder.info/trails/trail/granthams-sherwood-forest) and the 

Town Forest (https://www.trailfinder.info/trails/trail/grantham-town-forest) were made available 

on the Trail Finder website, and a brochure was published showing the Grantham trails.  The 

brochure, entitled Grantham’s Northwestern Trails, is available at Town Hall, in the kiosk at the 

Fisher lot, and on the GCC website. 

 

During the winter of 2019-2020, we had hoped to initiate a major logging operation in the Town 

Forest while completing the selective logging on the Fisher lot.  Our goal is to improve the 

wildlife habitat and timber stocking on both properties, improve emergency access to the 

Croydon Turnpike and bring some much needed profits into the Commission’s funds.  Because 

of complications with the routing of the revised roadway, that work has been delayed for at least 

another season. 

 

https://www.trailfinder.info/trails/trail/granthams-sherwood-forest
https://www.trailfinder.info/trails/trail/grantham-town-forest


Finally, the Commission cooperated with Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust to encourage 

the acquisition of the Sawyer Brook Headwaters and is now monitoring the property for the 

Trust.  We extend our thanks to the voters of Grantham for their support of this important 

acquisition. 

 

Other routine activities of the Commission this year included the review of numerous cutting and 

“dredge and fill” applications, the land stewardship monitoring of the Sherwood Forest and the 

Fisher lot, and participation in Old Home Day. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering for Commission projects, please contact David Wood, 

Commission Chair, at 603-865-7473.   The current members are: David Wood, Susan Buchanan, 

John Eylander, Richard Hocker, Richard Kaszeta, Craig McArt and Dennis Ryan. 


