
2019 Conservation Commission Report 

The Springfield Conservation Commission undertook a number of projects this year to fulfill its mission which 
includes protecting and preserving natural resources, providing educational programs and hikes, and managing 
town lands.  

The Commission hosted a series of four hikes as part of the 250th Celebration events.  The first was a winter hike 
to the Brooks lot in March, followed by a hike in May to Fowlertown.  In September, the Commission led a hike 
on the Loop Trail that the CC members have cleared and marked on the Kinsley lot.  The final hike was to the 
Royal Arch in October, starting at Rt 114 and finishing at Twin Lake Villa; everyone participating was treated to a 
spectacular view of the fall foliage.   

In May, in coordination with the Garden Club, the Commission sponsored the annual Green-Up day.  The 
Commission thanks all the volunteers who gathered and bagged trash along roads in Springfield, and also 
extends thanks to the Highway Department for their assistance with this project. 

A member of the Commission assisted Dode Gladders (Sullivan County Extension Forester) set out emerald ash 
borer traps on the MacDonald Knapp lot.  The good news is that no emerald ash borers were collected. 

The Commission presented a proposal to the Selectmen regarding plans for Collins Park that had been 
developed during a meeting with representatives from the 250th Committee, the Historical Society and the 
Garden Club. The proposal includes near term goals (clearing underbrush to enhance visibility of the Meeting 
House from 114, removing/killing invasive species, building simple walking bridges across the wet spots), as well 
as potential long term goals such as stairs from Main St. to the Grist Mill site and a bridge from the Meeting 
house parking lot to the Grist Mill site.  The Commission organized 3 workdays, one each in June, September and 
October, to begin the task of clearing the underbrush from the park.  The Commission thanks the volunteers 
who participated in these work days, and is especially grateful to the Highway Department for chipping all of the 
brush that was brought out to the roadside.  

Old Home Day provided an opportunity for the Commission to host a booth with information and examples of 
invasive species.  Materials were also handed out for the Cemetery Commission and Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust.  Northern bayberry bush plants were given out to those interested in planting them at home. 

The Commission has purchased a root wrench, which can be used to remove small shrubby invasive plants.  The 
wrench is available for sign out at the library.  Information about how to use it and how to identify invasive 
species can be found by following links on CC website.  Since its placement in the library in October, the wrench 
has been in high demand.  The Commission is pleased that the residents are actively taking steps to rid their 
properties of invasive species. 

An Invasive Plant Subcommittee, comprised of Marla Binzel, Emily Cleaveland and Pixie Hill from the Garden 
Club was formed by the Commission.  It is anticipated that this coming year, this subcommittee will begin 
developing plans for both educational activities and additional eradication efforts. 

 January 2nd, 2020, Bruce Allen announced that he and his wife would be resigning their positions on the 
Commission because they are moving from Springfield. The remaining Commission members want to thank 
Bruce and Patricia for their many years of dedicated service on the Commission.  Both became alternate 
members of the Commission in 2010, and Bruce took on the role of Chair in 2012.  Both Bruce and Patricia 
bought specialized technical knowledge to the Commission.  Bruce’s training in Ecology, Wetlands and Forestry 



was a perfect match for his role on the Commission and will be sorely missed.  Patricia’s research as an aquatic 
toxicologist enabled her to provide a unique perspective to water quality issues.  Both Bruce and Patricia were 
generous with their time and participated in most every Commission event.  Many residents have native shrubs 
and trees in their yards that started as seedlings that the Allens potted up from the State Nursery and gave away 
at the Commission’s Old Home Day booth. 

Respectfully submitted: Marla Binzel, Tim Frasier, Ken Jacques, Daphne Klein, Emily Cleaveland, Dan Saulnier, 
Jane Seekamp, and George McCusker (Selectmen’s Representative). 
 


